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St. Boniface parish strives to 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

through formation, social  

activities, community building 

and various ministries,  

so that each becomes part of 

the ingredients that foster our 

worship together and our 

growth in faith. 



Story of Saint Boniface  
 

Saint Boniface (672 ς 754) 
ά5ƻŜǊ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ 5ŜŜŘǎέ 

 

Boniface was a Benedictine Monk named 
Winfred and was known as the Apostle of 
Germany because he was sent by the 
Holy Father in 722 to reform the German 
Church.  He was met with many prob-
lems.  Besides the paganism of the area, 
he had to contend with lay interference 
in the Church and lack of papal control.  
He succeeded, however, and brought the 
German clergy back to the Church and 
the people back to prayer ς mainly in the 
formation of Benedictine monasteries.  
Boniface was a bishop, an archbishop, an 
evangelist and a martyr. 
 
In an attempt to destroy pagan supersti-
tions, Boniface cut and split an oak tree 
that was believed to house the pagan 
god Thor.  The German people waited for 
the gods to strike Boniface dead, but re-

alized their gods were powerless and non-existent.  Boniface 
used the plank of the tree to build a chapel. 
 
Boniface bears out the Christian rule: 
 
To follow Christ is to follow the way of the Cross 
 
For Boniface it was not only physical suffering and death, but 
the painful, thankless, bewildering task of Church reform.  Boni-
face and fifty-three companions were massacred while Boniface 
was preparing converts for Confirmation on June 5, 754. 
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How to Contact Us  
 

Parish Office Location  

The parish offices are located off the north-side parking lot, to 
the west and north of the gathering space area.  The address is 
1200 Warrior Lane, Waukee, IA 50263.   
 

Office Hours  

Monday ς  Friday,  9:00 a.m. ς  4:00 p.m. 
 

     Office Staff & Phone Numbers  
 

Pastor: Father Vince Rosonke 
Life-long Formation 
 & Liturgical Music: Steve Dressel 
Ministry Coordinator 
  & Health Ministry: Donna Dressel 
Director of Youth Formation: Sue Peterson 
Youth Formation Coordinator: Jeanie Day-Dally 
Youth Ministry Leader: T.J. Irvin 
Office & Facilities Manager: Deb Purcell 
Finance & Communications 
    Coordinator: Linda Henson 
Administrative Assistant: Nancy Horsch 
Office Support: Marilyn Lickteig 

 

Office Phone:  515-987-4597 
Office Fax:  515-987-5272 

Office email:  office@stbonifacechurch.org 
 

Mass Times  

Weekend Masses 
Saturday:  5:30 p.m. 

Sunday:  9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
Daily Masses 

Tuesday:  5:30 p.m. 
Thursday:  8:00 a.m. 
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How to Register  
 

If you would like to become a parishioner of 
St. Boniface, please call the parish office to 

find out when the next Newcomers 
Reception meeting is scheduled.  The 
meetings are usually held the second 

Sunday of each month following the 10:30 Mass.  The 
meeting lasts about 30 minutes.  All family members are 
welcome and encouraged to attend.  We  look forward to 
meeting you and introducing ourselves, as well as having 
you complete a registration card and receive some infor-
mation about St. Boniface Parish. 

 

Rest Rooms  
 
aŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǘ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ 
hallway leading to the sanctuary and in the south hallway 
between the parish hall and the gathering space.  Both rest 
rooms are handicap accessible and have baby changing ar-
eas. 

 

Hearing Assistance  
 
For those wanting help in hearing the worship service, 
there are hearing units available in the gathering space 
near the information boards.  Simply insert the earpiece 
and turn on the unit ς you will then be able to hear all 
sound that comes through the sound system.  Please return 
these units when you are finished.  If a unit is not working 
properly, please report this to someone in the sacristy after 
Mass. 
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Cry Room  
 

The cry room is located in the sanctuary on the south end.  The 
Mass can be heard and seen from this room.   
 

 

                            Nursery  
 

If there are enough parent volunteers to 
staff it, the nursery is open during the 
school year at the 9:00 and 10:30 Masses 
for children aged 3 or younger.  The nursery is located down the 
north hall between the gathering space and the parish hall.  
(Preschool and kindergarten children are invited to register for 
Sunday School, which is held during 9:00 and 10:30 Masses.) 
 
 

Publications  
 
St. Boniface prepares a weekly bulletin that is handed out by 
the ushers after each Mass.  There are always copies available 
in the gathering space if you miss getting one from the ushers.  
This bulletin contains much of the information you need about 
current events and issues with the parish.   
 

 Website  
 

The website for St. Boniface is 
www.stbonifacechurch.org.  The web-
site is updated weekly and contains, 
among other things, the Mass Minister 
schedule and most of the bulletin an-
nouncements.  The email address for 
staff in the parish office is  
office@stbonifacechurch.org 

 

5 

 

 

 



Sacraments  
 
Baptism:  Parents are expected to attend a pre-baptism session prior to 

celebrating a baptism.  Please call the parish office to find out the 
dates of the classes.  Most baptisms are held directly following a 

Mass.  Please call the parish office at 987-4597 to set a date.  If 
you would like to make other arrangements, please contact Fr. 
Vince to make those arrangements. 

Reconciliation:  the Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. each Saturday or by appointment.  Please 
call Father Vince directly at 987-4597 if you would like to make 
special arrangements. 

First Reconciliation is celebrated by students in Second Grade 
Faith Formation.  First Reconciliation is usually held in Novem-

ber.  If you need to make other arrangements, or have older chil-
dren who have not celebrated First Reconciliation,  please con-
tact Sue Peterson directly. 

First Eucharist:  Children in Second Grade Faith Formation prepare 
for First Eucharist.  First Eucharist celebrations are generally held in 
April each year.  If you have older children who have not cele-
brated First Eucharist, please call Sue Peterson directly. 

Confirmation:  Confirmation is a year-long process culminating in 
the Confirmation of eighth grade students by the Bishop each year, 
usually in February or March.  If you have older children who have 
not celebrated Confirmation, please call Sue Peterson directly. 

Marriage:  Father Vince handles arrangements for marriages directly 
with you.  There is a six-month preparation period.  Please call him at 

987-4597 to make arrangements. 

Funerals:  Father Vince handles arrangements for funerals directly 
with you.  Please call him at 987-4597 to make arrangements. 

R.C.I.A. [Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults]:  A new program begins each 
fall.  Classes are held Thursday nights at 7 p.m.   The sessions are for four 
groups of people:  people who want to become Catholic; people who have 
not decided to become Catholic but are interested in learning more about the 
Catholic faith; the spouse or fiancée of some one attending; for people who 
are Catholic who want to renew their faith as an adult.  Those who ultimately 
decide to join the Church will do so at the Easter Vigil.  Contact Fr. Vince for 
details. 
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Mass Ministries  
 

We are very proud of the involvement of so many parish-
ioners in our Mass Ministries.  We believe parish-
ioner involvement enhances the feeling of com-
munity and belonging.  At the Newcomer 
wŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ άtŀǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊƳ 
will be given to you so you can see the vari-
ous opportunities for involvement and sign up for some activities.  Or 
you may contact the parish office at any time if you would like to get 
involved in any Mass Ministry.  You may be scheduled for individual 
training or small group training, or just watch for the notice about the 
next training schedule, which are every few months depending on how 
many new ministers need training.  After training, you will then be 
added to a rotation schedule to minister at the Masses.  Most ministries 
involve serving at one Mass each month, but the rotations vary depend-
ent upon how many ministers are available.  We offer the following: 
 

Greeter / Usher:  Involves welcoming parishioners as they come to ser-
vices.  Ushers also handle the collection, take the collection baskets to 
the altar and guide people out for communion.  After Mass the ushers 
hand out bulletins as people leave. 

Lectors:  Lectors proclaim the Word at each Mass.  There are usually 
two lectors for each Mass.  The first Lector processes in with the Book 
of the Gospels, reads the first reading and reads the Prayers of the 
Faithful.  The second lector reads the Announcements and the second 
reading, and processes out with the Book of Gospels. 

Communion Ministers:  Communion Ministers distribute 
the cup and the host.  One or two of these ministers help 
put the wine and hosts into the different vessels at each 
Mass. 

Servers:  There are generally two or three servers at each 
Mass.  Children who are at least in the fourth grade and wanting to be 
servers are offered training at various times during the year. 

Musicians:  Various styles of music and numbers of musicians perform 
at each Mass.  If you are interested in finding out more about how you 
can be involved, please contact Steve Dressel. 
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Faith Formation Programs  
 

Pre-K through Grade 8:  Details about the Faith Formation pro-
gram for grades Pre-K through 8 are in the Family Handbook, 
which is included in the newcomer welcome packet.   Any ques-
tions should be referred directly to Sue Peterson, Director of 
Youth Formation.   
 

 

Special Education:   For students with special learning needs 
please contact Sue Peterson at 987-4597. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Within ς Youth Sacred Movement Group: for youth ages 
5-18.  Sacred Movement as a form of worship, expresses our 
faith while inspiring others.  Our 
group performs at special masses 
and other religious celebrations, to 
enhance spiritual experiences for 
both participants and observ-
ers. No formal dance training is re-
quired, only the desire & aptitude 
to learn graceful move-
ments.  There will be movement opportunities for all levels - be-
ginning to advanced.  Catch the spirit and share it with oth-
ers! Contact Lisa Griffith at 987-0807 or LGDecor@mchsi.com. 
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High School Youth Ministry: St. Boni-
face High School youth knows that 

young people are growing up fast 
today. We know this time in their life 

brings  dramatic physical, social, intellec-
tual and spiritual changes. As the body of 

Christ, we offer youth a place to grow. We 
offer experiences and opportunities for youth to grow in positive 
ways, to learn their faith and use their gifts in service to others. As a 
community, we use creativity and resources to respond to youth 
that are seeking, striving and growing. We foster this growth through 
our active engagement of youth in the life of our communities.  T.J. 
Irvin is the Youth Ministry leader.  Please feel free to contact him to 
answer any questions you may have. All are welcome.  We gather 
every first and third Sunday of the month. We start at 6:30pm and 
end our night at 8:00pm. Look forward to seeing you there. 

  

 

 

Adult Faith Formation: a variety of adult and lifelong faith for-
mation opportunities are offered, including scripture studies, 
workshops and retreats.  Watch the bulletin for seasonal or 
one-time offerings.  The more regular offerings are:   
 

 Ë Thursday Morning Scripture Study:  
The Thursday morning group meets immedi-
ately after the 8:00 a.m. Mass (approximately 
8:30 a.m.) in the Romero Room during the 
school year.  If you are interested in participating 
or have questions about this group, please call Eloise Hilgen-
berg at 978-4884.  
  
 Ë Other Scripture Studies are typically offered during 
fall, Lent and summer. 
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Faith Formation Programs, contôd 
 

 Ë aŜƴǎΩǎ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ, such as Christ Re-
news His Parish, which is held every six months. 

This 33-hour overnight event is recommended 
for those wanting to get to know others in the 

parish and increase your understanding of faith.  
Contact Steven Dressel for further information or upcoming 
dates or watch the bulletin or announcements for sign-ups.   
 

 Ë Sonrise Brothers:  Men of our par-
ish gather monthly for free breakfast, great 
companionship and a short spiritual message 
with St. Boniface Sonrise Brothers. Come for a 
boost in your week on your way to work.  We 
meet the third Wednesday of each month from 
6:30τ7:30 a.m. in the Mary & Joseph Room. 
Contact Steve Dressel. 

 

 Ë Friends in Faith:  Women of all ages are 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ŀ 
quarterly gathering from 7τ9 p.m. in the Mary & 
Joseph Room. This light-hearted group is a great 
opportunity to meet other women in the parish 
and find encouragement in living our faith. Con-
tact Donna Dressel, Ministry Coordinator. 

  

 Ë Seasonal Festivals and Lifelong Faith Sessions are 
offered just before/during Advent, Lent and other appropriate 
times. 
 

 Ë More programs ŀǊŜ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ άtŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 
ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳǇǎέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘΦ 

 



Church Structure  
 

There are two main councils of the parish: 
 

The Pastoral Council consists of parishioners who are chosen 

for three-year terms.  The responsibility of the Pastoral Council is 
to direct parish life and pastoral activity, and expands and im-
proves the decision-making process through pastoral planning 
and goal setting; developing and implementing programs; evalu-
ating pastoral effectiveness.   
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Finance Council assists and advises the pastor in fiscal 

matters, including the establishment of a parish budget; supervi-
sion of material goods; administration of parish goods within es-
tablished limits; extraordinary financial matters.  The Finance 
Council monitors the parish funds but is not a fundraising group.  
Parishioners are appointed by the pastor to become Council 
members for varying periods of time. 
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Parish Programs and Groups  
 

Prayer Chain:  Prayer chain participants re-
ceive prayer requests submitted by parish-
ioners via email.  To sign up to receive 
prayer intentions or to submit your own in-
tentions, contact Jan Young at  
bonifaceprayer@aol.com. 
For those without email access, accommodations 
can be made for phone contact with Jan Young, 
987-4845. 
 

Prayer Group and Holy Hour:  The prayer group meets 
each Monday evening at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel, 
unless otherwise noted in the bulletin.  In addi-
tion, on the first Monday of each month there is a 
Holy Hour prior to the prayer group starting at 

6:00 p.m.  You are most welcome to attend at any 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

group before you attend, please feel free to call Jan 
Young at 987-4845 or Barb Arkwright at 987-1357. 

 
 

Parish Mission to El Salvador:  St. 
Boniface is partnering with the vil-
lage of El Recreo, El Salvador. We 
have entered a five-year commit-
ment to send a delegation at least 
once a year. We sponsor one pro-
ject a year that will assist the people 
of that village. On these delegations 
we like to send a number of parishioners who have not been 
there before. It's a great opportunity for us to grow in under-
standing of the third world and to reach out to the needs of 
the poor. 
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Outreach Activities:  The Community 
Outreach Ministry sponsors many pro-
jects throughout the year to help those 
in need.  Contact stbonifaceout-
reach@hotmail.com for information about this 
ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  !ƴƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
the Advent Angel Tree; making and delivering breakfast cas-
seroles to the homeless; the Valentines Heartwarming Col-
lection to help those in need pay utility bills; gathering school 
supplies for children in need; coat and clothes collections for 
families in group shelters; food pantry collection drives. 
 

 

 

 

Christian Food Pantry:  The Food Pantry is a non-
profit outreach ministry supported by area Wau-
kee Churches, providing non-perishable food 
and personal items to meet short-term needs of 
individuals and families.  The food pantry 
opened in the fall of 2005 and is located in the 
Westview Church, 1155 Boone Dr, Waukee 

(corner of University and Boone Dr.).  To qualify you must 
reside in the Waukee School District, or get a referral from or 
be a member of any one of the supporting churches.  You can 
help by volunteering your time during open hours or by do-
nating to the shelves.  Containers for donations are available 
in the entrance of the church where you can donate non-
perishable food, new personal items and baby items. Or you 
can place a cash donation in the money bag that is in the 
food pantry containers. Questions: Contact Melissa Stimple, 
Director, 515-321-0894 or by email: foodpan-
try@Westview.org. 
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Parish Programs and Groups, Contôd 
Candles in the Darkness:  If you or a loved one is affected by 

depression, anxiety, or other mood disorders, this 
support group offers light in the darkness.  Meet-
ings are led by experienced peer facilitators who 
ƘŀǾŜ άōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜέ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƘƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊπ
spective.  Always open to new participants, the 
meetings involve discussion of topics related to 
treating and managing mood disorders, with an 

emphasis on hope.  Our group meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month.  All interaction is confidential.  For 
more information, contact Health Minister Donna Dressel at 
987-4597 or 313-6184; parishioner Julie Burkle at 515-710-
1487;  candlessupportgroup@q.com.  

Seasons of Hope Bereavement:   The work of grief 
takes much longer than most people expect. Each 
season of the year, St. Boniface offers a six-week 
series on coping with the loss of a loved one, 
whether recent or years ago. Our bereavement 
group offers companionship on the journey 
through grief to healing. Questions, contact Donna 
Dressel, Health Minister. 

Health Ministry:  Donna Dressel and Father Vince 
make regular visits and take communion to parishioners who 
are hospitalized, homebound, or otherwise cannot make it to 
mass.  Due to privacy laws, the hospitals/nursing homes do not 
always contact the church when a parishioner is there.  Please 
make sure you contact the parish office when a loved one is 
hospitalized so we can visit them.  Volunteers are needed for 

providing transportation to those in need, send-
ing cards to those who are ill or have lost loved 
ones, and taking communion to parishioners.  If 
you are interested in volunteering or know 
someone in need, please contact Donna Dressel. 
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Meals Ministry: Sharon Gleich coor-
dinates providing meals for parish-
ioners who are in need due to illness, 
injury, a death in the family, or other 
circumstances.  Parishioners can vol-
unteer to take meals as infrequently 
as once/year or more or more regu-
ƭŀǊƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƻƪΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ ƻŦπ
ten needs people to donate money for restaurant gift cards 
or to deliver something as simple as fried chicken or pizza.  If 
you are interested in this ministry, please contact Sharon at 
stbonifacemeals@hotmail.com. 
 

Generations Groups: 

Young Adult Group: This group is for parishioners aged 21-
40, married or single.  Spouses/significant others are wel-
come regardless of age! We gather regularly for social, ser-
vice, and faith-based opportunities.  If you are new to the 
parish or if you just want to meet some new people, this is 
the group for you. Contact Andy Schmitz at 987-3764. 
 
Boom-ers Group: for parishioners ages 35-65, married or sin-
gle. Spouses/significant others are welcome regardless of 
age! We gather regularly for social, service, and faith-based 
opportunities.  If you are new to the parish or if you just want 
to meet some new people, this is the group for you.  Contact 
Linda Henson, 987-4597. 
 
Seniors Group:  for seniors (anyone older than Fr. Vince), 
married or single. Spouses/significant others are welcome 
regardless of age! We gather for social, service, and faith-
based opportunities.  Enjoy gathering with friends and meet 
new parishioners, too! 
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Parish Programs and Groups, 
Contôd 

 

Playgroup:  Parents of preschool children meet for fel-
lowship each week in the parish hall. Bring your own 

snack and visit with other parents while 
the kids play. Toys provided. Questions, 
contact Emily Timmins at 309-0635 or 
Donna Dressel, Ministry Coordinator.  
 

 

Life and Faith Connection:  The Life and Faith Connec-
tion group will sponsor projects and resources that help 
parishioners make the connec-
tion between our faith and our 
life.  Our faith is virtually mean-
ingless if we do not make it come 
alive in concrete ways.  Adults in 
this group will learn and grow 
from the projects undertaken and will help other pa-
rishioners by implementing projects for the parish. 
 

 

Liturgical Art & Environment:  This committee works 
with Fr. Vince in preparing our liturgical space for the 
seasons and celebrations of the church community 
throughout the year.  Volunteers are needed for deco-
rating before holy days such as Christmas and Easter, 
then removing and storing decorations afterwards.  
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Marriage Bowl:  In Feb-
ruary, around the Super 
.ƻǿƭ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
Day, an afternoon is of-
fered for married cou-
ples to take time to 

celebrate the victories and tackle the challenges of 
their relationship. 
 

 

Life, Ya Gotta Love It! Pro-Life Group: This group meets 
quarterly to plan activities that promote the value of 
life in all stages.  We focus 
our efforts in five categories: 
Education of the parish, Ser-
vice to those in need, raising 
awareness in our Children, 
raising awareness in our 
Teens, and Fundraising.  Con-
tact Jan Young, 978-4845, or My3Young@aol.com 
 

 

Knights of Columbus:  The Knights of Columbus is an 
international fraternal organization for practicing 
Catholic men.  In addition to offering the 
fellowship of other Catholic men, the 
Knights also perform various service 
projects in the community throughout the 
year.  For more information contact Troy 
McCann at 515-201-1531 or troymccann@juno.com 

 



Parish Celebrations and Activities  
 

Hospitality Weekend:  The first week-
end of each month is designated as 
Hospitality Weekend.  After the 5:30 
Saturday Mass, cookies and coffee are 
served; and after the 9:00 and 10:30 
Sunday Masses donuts, bagels and 
juice and coffee are served.  All are en-
couraged to stay around after Mass 

and meet new people and enjoy visiting with friends in 
the gathering space. 
 

 

 

Bonifest:  An annual picnic, Bonifest, 
is held each summer, with the food 
and activities provided by the parish.  
This is the largest parish event for St. 
Boniface and is a fun and casual way 
to meet old and new friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Fish Fries:  The Knights of Co-
lumbus host a Lenten Fish Fry each 
Friday night of Lent. This is one of the 
best fish fries in the area and is al-
ways well attended by the parish and 
general public.  Another great oppor-
tunity for meeting new friends and 
socializing with old ones.  
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Blessed Bikers: Get together each week 
during good weather for a ride through 
the countryside and a stop to eat.  This 

group meets in the St. Boniface parking lot to assemble for 
the rides. New and old riders are welcome to join in and 
share great camaraderie.  Ridership is not limited to St. Boni-
face members and all religious de-
nominations are welcome to join 
in for a great evening.  The riding 
season begins in May and contin-
ues until late fall, depending on 
weather conditions. If you have 
questions, please call Bruno An-
dreini at 992-3455. 
 

 

 

 

Annual Fall Dinner:  This event takes place the last Sunday of 
October each year.  This is the one event where every parish-
ioner is expected to make some sort of contribution, by 

working at the dinner or by help-
ing with the preparations.  The 
Dinner is a traditional turkey 
dinner that is open to the public.  
This is a fundraising event for 
the parish, but it is also a great 
time to socialize with the larger 
community and show them our 
hospitality. 
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History of St. Boniface Church  
The first Catholics in Waukee were probably of Irish descent, coming as 
crews working on the railroad. Before the coming of the railroads, it is 
reported in other histories that the Catholic people would take their 
wagons or ride the stage into Des Moines once a year to make their 
Easter duty, since Des Moines had the nearest Catholic church. Ethel 
Forret recalled when a priest came to Waukee and a Mass was said at 
the home of Patrick Hogan, the section boss of the Des Moines Valley 
Railroad.  It is doubtful that a priest came once a week; most likely it was 
once a month.  Some of the names from the 1870 Waukee census that 
we know were Catholics of the time are:  Broderick, Finnane, Forret, Lau-
terbach, Hogan, Wacht, Feller and Manders. 
 
The first Catholic Church was erected in Waukee 
about 1880.  The church was a frame building 
seating about fifty people and was built under 
the guidance of Father Burke, who then lived in 
Dallas Center.  The parish was conducted as a 
mission from Dallas Center and, for a time, from 
Granger.  In 1912, Bishop Davis of Davenport sent 
Father Francis Larkin to be the first resident pas-
tor in Waukee.  Father Larkin built the rectory on 
a lot north of the church.  In 1917,  Father Daniel Sheehy was appointed 
pastor of St. Boniface, which then included mission churches at Adel and 
Dallas Center.   

 
The growth of the parish was such that in 1918, the 
parishioners, along with their pastor, decided to erect 
a larger church.  With permission from Bishop Austin 
Dowling, a building committee was formed.  Lay mem-
bers of this committee were John Hanlon, Sr., Joe For-
ret, Andrew Weil and Nick Forret.  Fifty self-sacrificing 
and generous families donated $15,185 to the building 
fund in 1918.  The substantial and devotional church 
located at 250 4th Street in Waukee was built for 
$18,000 and held nearly 200 people.  Among the beau-
tiful stained glass windows was a very ornate work of 
ŀǊǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ άhǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ƻƴ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻƳƛπ
nated the north wall over the main altar (and which is 
now in the chapel of the current facility). 
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